i\

Friday, 21 June 2013 WalesOnline.... Westem Mail

RS ER
JAMES AL-MUDALLAL

james.al-mudallal@walesonline.co.uk :
BIZARRE UFO
TALES REVEALED
BY MINISTRY

OF DEFENCE

A MAN says he and two friends
looked on “gobsimacked” as their car,
dog and tent were abducted by aliens
from a fleet of 12 to 15 alien space
crafts.

The claims come amid the bizarre
extraterrestnial tales revealed in
newly released UFO documents by
the Ministry of Defence (MoD).

Included in the 25 files, which
contain 4,400 pages of reports re-
ceived between 2007 and 2009, are
reports of alien abductions, air
chases between police and flying
saucers and spaceship wreckages in
North Wales.

In one handwritten letter and dia-
gram, 2 man from Cardiff claims that
on October 1992, he and two friends
were left “gobsmacked” after wit-
nessing the abduction of their car,
dog and tent.

And in June 2008, a South Wales
Police helicopter crew reportedly
chased a UFO that had nearly col-
lided with them.

The encounter happened as the
crew of three retumed to their St
Athan military base near Cardiff.

The MoD’s UFO project is now
being shut down after government
officials decided it was no longer
worth keeping open.

The latest cache of documents
chronicles the final reports of a
departinent set up due to a surge in
UFO “sightings” in a full-blown so-
cial phenomenon.

Dr David Clarke, author of the
book The UFO Files, said it was a
cultural fascination in the myth of
aliens that led to the thousands of
believed sightings.

He said: “People believe in aliens
but there’s actually no evidence of
it.

“They do see UFOs but they tum
out to be something that isn’t ex-
traordinary - when you look into
them.”

Within the latest UFO documents
released are reports of an alien
spaceship crash landing on the Ber-
wyn mountain in North Wales, which
was supposed to have happened in
January 1974.

Witnesses claimed they saw sol-
diers at the crash site collecting two
alien bodies and driving them and
the spaceship away.

A handwritten letter and diagram
from someone in Cardiff claimed
that on October 1992, he and two
friends had been left “gobsmacked”
after witnessing the abduction of
their car, dog and tent by a fleet of 12
to 15 alien space crafts.

“People don't want to read ‘wo-
man sees UFO but it tums out to be

UFOs were spotted near several
major UK landmarks, including
the Houses of Parliament and
Stonehenge, ing to the
latest release of UFO files.

The files, released today by
the National Archives, show
sightings from across the British
Isles, and even further afield,
including the Canary klands.

One person reported seeing a
UFO over the Houses of
Parliament. The report, from
February 12, 2008, described
“green, red and white lights”
static in the sky.

The report said the person
“said there were many aircraft

THERE'S SOMETHING IN THE AIR...

passing the UFO, but
staticin the air”.

couple of years at
Stonehenge of :ﬁt

possibly significant.

a balloon’. It must make good head-
lines,” said Dr Clarke.

In June 2008, a South Wales Po-
lice helicopter reportedly chased a
UFO that had nearly collided with
them.

The encounter happened as the
crew of three retumed to their St
Athan military base in Cardiff,
though there was no evidence it
was “an alien flying saucer”.

In-2009, a 46-year-old public re-
lations consultant walking his dog
in Newport wrote to the MoD say-
ing: “I can’t believe I'm actually

it stayed

Another sighting described
“discoid” shapes noticed in

photographs of Stonehenge.

The email, dated January 14,
2009 and given the subject,
“UFOs over'Stonehenge?”, said:
“| thought that | would send

ou these digital photos

use they were taken a

aces; SO,

“I'm sure you get this kind of

thing every day! However, I'm
very fond of my UFOs so

needed to share them!” .

that he Wa ~
gobsmacked . . .

aliens had
stolen his tent

M Bizarre extraterrestrial tales have been revealed in newly released UFO documents by the Ministry of Defence

doing this but I'd like to report a
UFO sighting over Newport, South
Wales.”

The person reported a mysterious
bright red light in the clouds that did
not have the markings of a plane, but
said: “I don't subscribe to ideas of
aliens visiting the planet because I
don’t believe that it is possible to
cross the vast distance of space.”

Another Newport onlooker saw a
black circle in 1954 that when
tumed sideways looked like a flying
saucer, with the man saying “he had
seen a few strange objects in his
time, and that this was definitely a
UFO”

Other UFO sightings in Cardiff, .

Pontypridd and Swansea were also
reported to the UFO desk dunng its
last years.

The MoD’s response to these re-
ports was often a generic letter,
stating: “Unless there is evidence of
a potential threat to the United King-
dom from an external source, and to
date no ‘UFO’ report has revealed
such evidence, we do not attempt to
identify the precise nature of each
sighting reported to us.”

UFO experts say that although
there may well be extraterrestnial
life-forms out there, many recent
sightings have been airplanes, mil-
itary drones and Chinese lanterns.

“The first thing I would say is that
it's 99% fairly mundane material and
there’s nothing unusual about.that,”

said Nick Pope, who worked on the
MoD’s UFO project from 1991 to
1994.

“At least nine out of 10 UFO
sightings have almost always tumed
out to be honest but mistaken.”

Mr Pope said factors like the rise
of the Chinese lantern and science
fiction all contributed to the in-
creased number of aliens allegedly
being spotted.

Since the release of Steven Spiel-
berg’s 1978 film — Close Encounters
of the Third Kind — reports have

-rocketed, with the UFO desk re-

ceiving more than 600 sightings and
reports in 2009 - treble the amount
of the previous year.

“The Ministry of Defence was
faced with the situation that this
small UFO project just simply
couldn't cope and effectively just
rolled over and gave up,” said Mr
Pope.

“What would have been better is to
have a proper filter mechanism so
that when you get a report in that’s
obviously a Chinese lantern, you just
ignore it or put next to zero re-
sources into it. In that way you
should discriminate and really focus
on the good stuff.”

Mr Pope added: “The believers
only have to be proved right once.”
@ The final set of UFO Files is
now available to the public and
can be acressed at
www.nationalarchivea gov.uk/ufos
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HUGE RISE

IN REPORTS

THE number of UFO
sightings reported to the
Ministry of Defence (MoD)
trebled in the year its
hotline was closed, new
files show.

_ The MoD dosed its desk
in 2009, saying it served
“no defence purpose” and
was taking staff away from
more valuable
“defence-related” work,

The decision came in a
year when officials had
received a surge in the
number of reported
sightings.

According to a briefing in
the files, during the years
2000-07 the MoD received
an average of 150 reports
per year.

But by November 2009 it
had already received 520
reports that year, as well as
97 freedom of information
requests on UFOs,

_ Possible reasons for the
Increase included the craze
for releasing Chinese
lanterns at weddings and
public holidays, appearing

as floating lights in the sky.




